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Exploring the Maritime Heritage of America's Oldest Port:

Recent Research on Land and Sea in St. Augustine, Florida
Session hosted by LAMP 
2010 SHA Conference on Historical and Underwater Archaeology, 
Amelia Island, January 6-9, 2010
Time: Friday, January 08, 2010: 9:00am - 11:30am
Session Chair: Chuck Meide
Location: Amelia Ballroom 3 & 4
Session Abstract: Founded in 1565 and having seen ships come and go on an annual basis ever since, St. Augustine, Florida, is the oldest port in the present-day United States.  Despite this fact the maritime heritage of the city has been underappreciated until relatively recently.  Since 1999 LAMP (Lighthouse Archaeological Maritime Program), the research arm of the St. Augustine Lighthouse & Museum, has conducted archaeological, historical, and ethnographic research of this diverse and dynamic maritime cultural landscape as it has evolved over the last 450 years.  This session explores the rich maritime history of America’s oldest port, focusing on current work by LAMP researchers and their partners into a variety of topics including vernacular watercraft and the capitalization of boatbuilding, the ongoing search for ex-slaver and Confederate privateer Jefferson Davis, a systematic re-survey and ground-truthing of previously identified but untested targets, and the excavation of shipwreck and other maritime sites on both land and sea.  
Shipwreck Identification and Preservation off St. Augustine, 30 Years of Lessons

Robin E Moore1, Jason M Burns2
1St. Johns County Historic Resources Program; 2Southeastern Archaeological Research, Inc

St. Augustine’s waters have been a designated state archaeological research reserve since 1968.  The reserve has been the target of focused attention for submerged cultural resource surveys over the past 30 years.  Remote sensing technologies, the high-energy nature of the inlet area, salvors, cannon thieves, beach re-nourishment dredging, and research designs have all provided lessons in shipwreck archaeology off the coast of St. Augustine.  This paper highlights successes, challenges, and the history of identifying and managing shipwrecks off the Nation’s Oldest Port City.

LAMP 2009 Remote Sensing Survey

Samuel Peter Turner1, Kendra Kennedy2
1Lighthouse Archaeological Maritime Program (LAMP); 2University of West Florida

LAMP’s 2009 remote sensing survey was carried out in both inshore and offshore waters adjacent to St. Augustine, Florida. The survey team utilized a full suite of remote sensing instrumentation including, marine magnetometer, side-scan sonar, and sub-bottom profiler. This survey focused primarily on the reacquisition of deep targets previously identified in order to obtain sub-bottom data that would clarify depth of burial and the nature of the target. Previously identified shipwrecks were surveyed with the sub-bottom in order to acquire data from confirmed shipwrecks so as to have a control data set for unidentified targets for comparison. In addition, data for additional and previously un-surveyed offshore blocks were collected and analyzed. This paper presents the results of these efforts.

From Manor to Mean: Documenting the Demise of a British Plantation and the Rise of a Minorcan Farmstead

P. Brendan Burke1, Robin E. Moore2
1Lighthouse Archaeological Maritime Program (LAMP); 2St. Johns County Historic Resources Program
Ongoing research at the Tolomato Bar Anchorage Site in St. Johns County, Florida has revealed components of a multi-occupation historic site, most notably from a British Period plantation and Second Spanish Period Minorcan farmstead. During the past two years, research has continued to focus on recording foreshore activity relating to wharfage and water access for this agrarian, yet maritime, settlement. More recently, preliminary work has begun to explore two features and place them into a broader historical context. This paper documents LAMP’s ongoing exploration and addresses a shift in patterns of agrarian land utilization at this site during the transition from British plantation to Minorcan yeomanry.

From Zoo to Lighthouse: Community Cooperation saves a Dugout Canoe

Kathleen Marie McCormick1, Christine Mavrick2
1St. Augustine Lighthouse & Museum; 2University of West Florida
The dugout canoe, in various permutations, represents the earliest watercraft found in northeast Florida. Well into the 1900s, this form of vernacular craft continued to play an important role in the coastal life of our nation’s oldest port, for indigenous peoples as well as European transplants.  A well-preserved example  from the turn of the 20th century presented the St. Augustine Community with a unique opportunity to study what appears to be a popular but under-documented form of transport.  The circumstances surrounding the vessel’s recovery and treatment required removal from a high-humidity alligator habitat at a local zoo and conservation treatment for attendant damage, which ranged from planar distortion and biological infestation to mechanical erosion via large reptile.  Conservation of this vessel provides insight into methods, materials and techniques used by a segment of coastal society largely  overshadowed by the more glamorous aspects of St. Augustine history

Florida’s Fleet: An Ebb Tide of Shrimp Boats in St. Augustine, Florida

P. Brendan Burke

Lighthouse Archaeological Maritime Program (LAMP)
Over 3,000 shrimp boats were built in St. Augustine along the San Sebastian River throughout the 20th century. In the first decade of the 21st century only one has been built. The rise and decline of this industry has significantly changed the character of St. Augustine’s working waterfront. This presentation documents the development of the shrimp boat industry in St. Augustine and concurrent shifts in labor patterns as the political economy of the industry becomes more globalized. A central theme here is tracking the industry’s changing reliance on family boatbuilders to corporate assembly-line builders. Two principle builders will be discussed, the DESCO Corporation, and the Xynides family. This paper binds together ethnographic data from the local community, boatbuilding company records, federal fisheries studies, and archaeological data gathered from residual boatbuilding materials directly related to this building boom.

The Excavation of an Unidentified Sailing Vessel Lost on the Nineteenth Century North Breakers off St. Augustine, Florida: Results of the 2009 Field Season

Chuck Meide

Lighthouse Archaeological Maritime Program (LAMP)
As part of the First Coast Maritime Archaeology Project, in 2007 and 2009 LAMP (Lighthouse Archaeological Maritime Program, the research arm of the St. Augustine Lighthouse & Museum) undertook an archaeological investigation of a double shipwreck site (8SJ3310) off St. Augustine, Florida.  The two wrecks, one steam and one sail, are believed to date to the nineteenth century and are located adjacent to the historic inlet on what was known as the “North Breakers.”  While researchers in the 1990s were primarily interested in recording extant steam machinery, recent research has focused on the ballast pile situated just meters away.  In June and July 2009, a meter-wide trench was excavated across the ballast pile, exposing well-preserved and substantial hull remains but relatively few artifacts.  Over three tons of ballast stone were recovered, sampled, and returned to their original provenience on the seafloor.  This paper discusses the results of the 2009 investigation. 

Documentary Filmmaking: Telling the Story of the Privateer Jefferson Davis Shipwreck

Joseph W. Zarzynski1, Sam Turner2, Peter Pepe3
1Bateaux Below, Inc.; 2Lighthouse Archaeological Maritime Program; 3Pepe Productions

 

It is often said that a strong story is the key element to any successful documentary.  Thus, the history and archaeological investigation of a mystery shipwreck has all the key ingredients for a good documentary tale.  Furthermore, the documentary gives a “voice to the voiceless” and thus provides insight into the lives of the crew of a sunken vessel as well as scrutinizing the archaeologists driven to study the shipwreck.  In 2009, Pepe Productions, the St. Augustine Lighthouse & Museum, and the Lighthouse Archaeological Maritime Project collaborated on a documentary project to tell the story of “The Search for the Jefferson Davis: Trader, Slaver, Raider.”  This paper uses this documentary as a case study to examine the role of documentary filmmaking as an integral tool for any archaeologist. 

Discussant: Dr. David Switzer, Professor Plymouth State University, Consulting State Nautical Archaeologist, New Hampshire, LAMP Research Associate
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